
OHBA Local 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021
Barrie (Simcoe) 391,891 437,671 476,956 521,899 585,434
Brantford (Brant) 128,871 134,159 137,628 141,234 145,620
Chatham-Kent 111,902 109,339 107,784 106,066 103,562
Dufferin 53,022 56,472 60,031 65,826 73,456
Durham Region 526,987 591,435 659,121 744,536 862,300
Grey-Bruce 158,818 163,322 165,535 167,502 169,691
Guelph (Wellington) 194,821 205,056 211,665 218,688 228,400
Haldimand-Norfolk 109,504 111,692 113,261 114,723 116,335
Haliburton County 15,655 16,628 17,363 18,132 18,997
Hamilton-Halton 900,308 970,687 1,025,049 1,095,413 1,182,389
Kingston (Frontenac) 144,094 149,131 151,969 155,051 159,326
Lanark-Leeds 165,271 171,389 175,567 179,653 184,109
London (Middlesex) 421,969 434,817 443,085 452,262 465,988
Muskoka 55,330 57,587 58,553 59,445 60,440
Niagara 426,532 433,628 438,460 443,789 451,190
North Bay (Nipissing District) 86,283 85,308 84,198 83,056 81,857
Ottawa-Carleton 806,560 846,013 882,676 923,460 985,830
Peterborough and District 130,678 134,314 136,159 138,104 140,837
Quinte (Hastings) 132,171 135,036 137,085 139,142 141,557
Renfrew County 98,833 98,964 98,186 97,280 96,093
Sarnia-Lambton 131,835 132,904 133,611 134,359 135,410
Saugeen County (South Bruce) 52,892 53,410 53,309 53,050 52,808
Sault and District (Algoma) 123,927 119,090 114,292 109,308 102,925
Seaway Valley 
(Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United) 115,320 117,063 117,332 117,429 117,568
St. Thomas – Elgin 84,737 87,835 89,645 91,537 94,117
Stratford (Perth) 76,543 78,344 78,967 79,493 80,241
Sudbury 161,214 160,747 160,380 159,943 159, 345
Thunder Bay 157,043 154,649 153,989 154,058 155,584
Greater Toronto (Toronto, Peel, York) 4,384,088 4,804,994 5,050,064 5,298,608 5,681,309
Waterloo Region 456,349 487,052 509,262 533,741 568,693
Windsor (Essex) 390,475 408,956 421,163 434,630 454,139

Sub-Total of OHBA Locals 11,140,959 11,894,282 12,409,036 12,978,367 13,802,742
Ontario Totals 11,897,647 12,656,517 13,167,417 13,734,908 14,561,839
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Harmonization & Housing

n Under a harmonized sales tax regime a new home under $400,000 would receive a rebate
of 75% of the provincial portion of the sales tax. Therefore consumers would effectively
pay a 2% provincial sales tax which is approximately the same amount of provincial sales
tax as paid today.

n New homes priced over $500,000 will face a full tax burden of the 8% provincial share of a
harmonized sales tax. This results in 6% NEW taxes or $30,000 in NEW taxes on a $500,000
new home.

n A $100,000 price increase on a new home from $400,000 to $500,000 results in $32,000 in
new additional taxes on a consumer as a result of harmonization; gouging the young families
that ‘Places to Grow’ is trying to bring into cities.

2008 – Single Family / Semi-Detached Absorbed Units – Ontario
Ontario* < $400,000 $400,000 - $500,000 $500,000 +
Units Absorbed 17,600 7,264 7,311
Percentage 54.7% 22.6% 22.7%
*For Centres over 50,000 population                                                                                                         Source: CMHC

n Approximately one half of single family and semi detached homes sold in Ontario would
qualify for the 75% provincial portion of the tax (6% of the sales price). The remaining half
of new single-detached and semi-detached homes would pay higher provincial sales taxes
as a result of harmonization.

n According to RealNet Canada Inc., as of February 28, 2009, 41 per cent of the remaining
new home inventory in the GTA is priced over $400k and therefore subject to a very sizeable
tax increase.

n The $37.9 billion residential construction industry created 368,000 jobs across Ontario in 2008.

n Residential renovations will now be subject to provincial sales taxes, driving more consumers
to the underground economy in search of the 'cash deal'.

n Harmonization is devastating for housing affordability and the new taxes will result in
significant job losses as consumers purchase fewer new homes at the worst possible time
for the provincial economy.

$400,000
Home

$500,000
Home

2% PST

6%New
Taxes

$30,000

$10,000 Provincial 
Portion Sales Tax

* $32,000 tax increase for 
a $100,000 price increase

* $8,000 tax increase for 
a $100,000 price increase

$8,000 Provincial 
Portion Sales Tax

2% old PST

New Taxes

$600,000
Home

6%New
Taxes

$36,000

$12,000 Provincial 
Portion Sales Tax

2% old PST

New Taxes

Harmonization is 
a Jobs Killer 

for Residential Construction

“An Anomaly or Big Mistake”


